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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 23 
2. Momentous Moments 
(Psa. 90:12-17) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AVING seen last week the care 

that should be exercised in mak- 
ing promises or vows, we are to think 
this week about the value and im- 
portance of making the right kind of 
vows. 


bf 


We noted briefly last week that some 
of the worthwhile promises with which 
young people in particular are con- 
fronted are those made when we ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour, the pledge we 
are asked to take when we join a 
Christian young people’s group, the 
promises made when we join church, 
the vows taken when we are married, 
and the like. There are also vows 
made in times of unusual trial and 
stress, or in thanksgiving for some spe- 
cial blessing that God has brought into 
our lives. 

we 


All such vows have their place and 
can be useful as reminders of obli- 
gations, or as measuring sticks of 
growth. The late L. L. Legters, well- 
known missionary pioneer and frequent 
speaker at the Victorious Life Confer- 
ences at America’s Keswick, used to 
tell what he did when he surrendered 
his life to God. He made this com- 
mittal in a time of prayer, out in the 
woods at Keswick. But he knew that 
before long Satan would be telling him 
that he had not really surrendered, and 
so he took a large stake of wood and 
drove it deep into the ground. “Now,” 
he said, “whenever Satan comes with 
his suggestions of doubt and uncer- 
tainty, I say to him, ‘Satan, you just 
can’t make me doubt that I belong to 
Christ, for out there in the woods at 
Keswick there is a stake that marks 
the spot where I turned everything 
over to Him.’” 

ve 


Vows can be such markers to which 
we can refer, or which we can read 
and be reminded of what we have 


promised, and thus be confirmed in our . 


resolutions. 
wg 


However, as some of us have dis- 
covered after making some promises, 
such as New Year’s resolutions, vows 
do not in themselves supply the 
strength and determination necessary 
to keep them. We need something more 


534 (2) 


—or rather, Someone more—than the 
good intentions felt at the time a prom- 
ise or vow is made. Hence the Chris- 
tian Endeavor pledge, for example, 
begins with the words, “Trusting in the 
Lord Jesus Christ for strength, I prom- 
ise Him that I will .. .” Philippians 2:13 
reminds us that “it is God which work- 
eth in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure.” It is utter fool- 
ishness, therefore, to leave Him out of 
our vows. 
ye 


That God desires and welcomes our 
vows as seen in Psalms 50:14, 15; 56: 
12, 13; 76:11; 116:12-14, 18). He alone 
can enable us to keep those vows that 
are made through His prompting and 
in accord with His will. He alone can 
“establish” our work and bring our 
good intentions to fruition (Psa. 90:17). 


5 


Hence the importance of seeking His 
counsel, and submitting every promise 
to Him and asking His help (Psa. 61: 
8; Isa. 40:28-31; Matt. 28:18-20). We 
have not the might or strength to carry 
out our vows, even when our intentions 
are of the best. But we have One who 
is with us always and has promised to 
be our strength, if we have believed on 
His Son and accepted Him as our Sav- 
iour and Lord. With Paul we can say 
therefore, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 
4:13). 


MILLVILLE, DEL. 


They Shall Not Overflow 
By Ethel C. Cyphers 
“I have covered thee in the shadow of 


mine hand” -(Isa. 51:16). 
“When thou passest through the waters, 
I will be wi thee; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee” 
(Isa. 43:2). 
ULL well we knew our lives would 
hold 
Some sorrow, grief, and care. 
But, oh, this cup of anguish 
Seems more than you can bear. 
How can you face these swirling floods 
That would o’erwhelm your soul? 
Oh, hark, dear friend, and hear God’s 
Word— 
“They shall not overflow!” 


Such grief as this cannot be borne 
In human strength alone. 

The Man of Sorrows must draw near 
And make your grief His own. 

Then though the floodtides threaten you 
Through which you now must go— 

Oh, hear His words—and trust Him, for 
“They shall not overflow!” 


His hand alone can bear you up— 
Look full in his dear face. 

The shadow of His mighty hand 
Shall be your hiding place. 

And though the waters surge and roar 
Be thou still—and know 

God’s Word is sure—He’s promised 

you— 

“They shall not overflow!” 
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“Pie in the Sky By and By” 


With such words many unbelievers dismiss the Christian 
faith in derision. We should, however, credit them with 
at least some comprehension of the essential orientation of 
the New Testament. The future, Heaven, coming judg- 
ment, eternity was the great emphasis in the earthly ministry 
of Christ: “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). 
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth” (Matt. 
6:19). See also Luke 12:4; Mark 8:36. This was basic 
for the Apostle Paul—“If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable” (1 Cor. 15:19). 
Peter—‘The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night” (2 Pet. 3:10). John—“The world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17). 


Earthly life for the Christian is pictured in Scripture as 
a pilgrimage, a place of testing and growth. It is a place 
of service and self-denial, sacrifice, suffering, even death 
for Christ’s sake. It is not in this life that God has prom- 
ised to “wipe away all tears” from our eyes, to free us 
from sorrow, pain, and death. 


Evangelical Christians today do not seem to live in the 
light of this reality. Seldom any longer do we sing about 
Heaven and the city foursquare. Rather, now we sing 
about our wonderful experiences in this life as Christians. 
The orientation of evangelism seems more upon salvation in 


this life, rather than the cry, “Flee from the wrath to 
come.” Current Bible teaching and preaching has to do 
chiefly with victory and happiness in the here and now. 
Youth is told that it pays to become a Christian and then 
you will be popular and accepted and a “real guy” right 
where you live. Businessmen successful in making money 
invariably attribute this as one of the rewards of being a 
Christian, never thinking it could be Satan’s device to turn 
their thoughts from eternity to time. “Converted” poli- 
ticians, stars of screen and stage, athletes, all are in the 
parade attesting to the glories of Christianity in this life. 

Something is seriously wrong. We. have lost the pilgrim 
heart and like Lot have settled down in Sodom. We no 
longer see the golden towers of the eternal city; the neon 
glare of Main Street has blinded us. Our homes on earth 
are so comfortable we seldom feel the need of the heavenly 
Home Christ is now preparing for us. Even the return of 
Christ, which is the hope of His people, seems to be unreal 
and distant. It is true that in being a Christian we are 
marvelously blessed, and sustained by God in this life. But 
essentially our salvation is not in this world, but is deliv- 
erance “from this present evil world.” _ God give us a holy 
discontent and dissatisfaction with this world and the things 
of this life! This is not our rest. God grant us an enduring 
vision of Himself and of the Heavenly City—our eternal 
Home. 
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meant those who belonged to a 

certain family and were brothers 
and sisters by a blood relationship. Thus 
we read of “Joseph’s brethren” (Gen. 
50:15), “Saul’s brethren” (1 Chron. 12: 
2), and “the brethren of David” (1 
Chron. 27:18). In the early history of 
the Jews all who were of the seed of 
Abraham were recognized as brethren. 
Moses, a prince in the house of Pharaoh, 
looked upon the enslaved and oppressed 
Children of Israel as his own brethren, 
and renounced all his princely privileges 
in order to serve them. He chose 
“rather to suffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:24-26): 
After Pentecost we find Peter address- 


O RIGINALLY the word “brethren” 


_ ing the Jews, who had been respon- 


Sible for the death of Christ, as 


Brotherly Love 


By the Rev. Arthur Hedley 


Herne Bay, Kent, England 


“brethren” (Acts 2:29). To Paul the 
children of Abraham were his “brethren 
according to the flesh” (Rom. 9:3). 
But our Saviour gave to this word a 
wider and nobler significance, for when 
told that His mother and His brethren 
were on the edge of the crowd and de- 
sired to speak to Him, He said: “Who is 
my mother, or my brethren?” Then 
pointing, apparently to His disciples, 
He added: “Behold my mother and 
my brethren! For whosoever shall do 
the will of God, the same is my brother, 
and my sister, and mother” (Mark 3: 
31-35). Speaking especially to His dis- 
ciples, He said: “Be not ye called 
Rabbi: for one is your Master, even 
Christ; and all ye are brethren” (Matt. 
23:8). To our Lord those who received 
Him were regarded as a brotherhood 
who were bound together by stronger. 


ties than that of family or race. Hav- 
ing received Him, they were the sons 
of God by grace, being “born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God” (John 
1:13). It is in this sense that this term 
“brethren” is used by the apostles in 
their Epistles. Being sons of God 
through faith in the Lord Jesus, they 
became brethren. They were recog- 
nized as members of the Christian com- 
munity. It was to such that Peter 
said: “Love the brotherhood,” “love as 
brethren” (1 Pet. 2:17; 3:8). This does 
not mean their love was to be limited 
to those within the circle of believers, 
for Christ said that even publicans had 
affection for those within their own 
class. The followers of Christ were to 
love even their enemies (Matt. 5:44). 
(Continued on page 547) 
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TIMES News Report st 


@ MANCHESTER, ENGLAND.—“We have had 
in three weeks almost as many inquirers as came 
in the entire three months at Harringay Arena in 
London in 1954,” said Billy Graham upon the 
close of his recent crusade here. It was estimated 
that over 400,000 persons heard Dr. Graham 
during the crusade, and nearly as many more by 
land line relay. Nearly 18,000 people responded 
to his appeal to commit their lives to Christ. On 
some of the special “youth nights” the number 
of inquirers was as high as 2,300, 80 per cent of 
whom ‘vere committing their lives to Christ for 
the first time. 


@ At the recent Evangelical Foreign Missions 
Association Convention in Grand Rapids, Dr. 
Kenneth Strachan, General Director of the Latin 
America Mission, made the following comments 
concerning Roman Catholicism in Latin America: 
the statement is often made that Rome never 
changes, but it is changing. Two facts bear this 
out. There is a new respect for the Bible, and a 
new ‘minority school among the Roman clergy, 
called “The New Clergy,” that is bibliocentric and 
Christocentric. We cannot hammer away at Ro- 
man Catholicism in terms of the 19th century 
concepts. Our number one enemy is not Cath- 
olicism but Communism. We may have to stand 
beside Rome in Latin America. In Cuba, Protes- 
tantism sided too quickly with Castro, while only 
the Catholics have stood firmly against Commu- 
nism from the beginning. 


@ The Norwegian Missionary Council has de- 
cided not to accept the position of a “counsel in 
consultation” in the Division of Missions of the 
World Council of Churches. The new Division of 
Missions will be created at the forthcoming 
World Council meeting in New Delhi, and will 
replace the International Missionary Council, 


which has not been an integral part of the World - 


Council. The decision of the Norwegian group 
followed an earlier decision to decline full mem- 
bership in the Division of Missions. The action 
represents a victory for those who have opposed 
any form of co-operation with the World Council. 


® BARCELONA.—On June 7, Spanish govern- 
ment authorities here raided a printer’s shop and 
confiscated 5,000 volumes of evangelical litera- 
ture published by Ediciones Evangelicas Europeas. 
Following the seizure, the authorities placed the 
literature in a room of the printer’s establishment 
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and sealed it off. An appeal has been made to the , 


judicial for release of the books. 


@ MILWAUKEE.—The Third World Conference 
on Christian Communications, held June 12-15 at 
Concordia College here, was attended by mis- 
sion .and church executives, students, and mis- 
sionaries from round the world. Speaking to the 
delegates concerning the competing voices for 
the attention of the world, Dr. Clyde Taylor, 
executive secretary of the Evangelical Foreign 
Missions Association, said that the Communist 
countries broadcast a weekly total of over 3,000 
hours in 60 languages. The missionary stations 
are broadcasting almost as many hours weekly 
as the overseas voices of the combined Com- 
munist and United States agencies. However, the 
outreach for the Gospel is limited because of less 
powerful stations. 


@ GENEVA.—Dr. Emil Brunner, noted Protes- 
tant theologian, has stirred wide controversy by 
saying in a newspaper article that the World 
Council of Churches is falling for Communist 
“peace” propaganda. Brunner noted that “ecu- 
menical deliberations adapt themselves more 
and more to communism under the banner: ‘We 
must learn to understand each other fraternally.’ 
These considerations have penetrated, through 
the ecumenical channel, into the churches of the 
United States also.” 


@ BALIEM VALLEY, NEW GUINEA.—As some 
6,000 Dani tribesmen looked on, the first converts 
of that tribe were baptized this spring. The 
service was a milestone in a Christian and Mis- 


sionary Alliance program that began in 1954, 


when a small group entered the Valley by plane 
to establish a station among the stone-age peo 
ple. After a period of slow progress, there has 
recently been a mass movement toward the 
Gospel. 


@ HARRISONBURG, VA.—The Mennonite Hour 
recently celebrated its tenth anniversary. The 
Gospel broadcast is now heard over 100 stations, 
and is translated into seven languages. 
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There Is a Way Back to God. By William 
MacDonald. 
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Two Band Wagons 


With the renewal of summitry, our awareness of the 
Soviet challenge is sharpened once again. Not that this 
awareness is often given a chance to become dull, but as 
we see heads of state meeting in urgent and inconclusive 
conferences, contrary to election campaign hints that sum- 
mitry would be de-emphasized, we cannot escape a sense 
of peril. And we are growing a trifle weary of the joint 
statements issuing from such conferences affirming the lead- 
ers’ stout devotion to peace and justice for all, when the 


_ specific causes for the breakdown of peace and justice are 


glossed over. We do not need to hear again that we must 
strive together to achieve a lasting peace. We do need to 
hear just exactly what the Eastern and Western power blocs 
propose to do about Laos, Berlin, Cuba, the Congo, and 
disarmament. 

The drawing of the Soviet web round the world is felt 
not only in incidents of overt conflict, however. In recent 
months a hue and cry such as we have not heard since the 
days of Senator McCarthy has been raised over Communist 
infiltration of gur own society. Accusations have begun 
to fly, counteraccusations and disclaimers abound, and it 
is not always apparent who is right. 

In response to the growth of such fanatically anti-Com- 
munist organizations as the John Birch Society, the phe- 
nomenon of anti-anti-Communism has arisen, representing 





those who, while not at all pro~Communist, oppose fanatical 
anti-Communism. _ Liberals in government, press, and edu- 
cational circles are registering irritation over what seems 
at times to be a rather hysterical approach to the Communist 
menace. A great deal of printer’s ink is being consumed 
in the fight against the extreme anti-Communists, 

What position shall loyal American Christians take in the 
confusion? For one thing, we must coldly reckon with the 
reality of the Communist effort to undermine our country. 
We have been given no convincing reasons for believing 
that they have altered their plans in this area. On the 
other hand, we may not resist evil with evil. As one com- 
mentator has put it, we are fighting with one hand tied 
behind our back, since we may not resort to inquisition and 
blackguardism in our efforts to root out the menace. We 
may not set up a police state in order to safeguard our 
freedoms, as some pressure groups seem inclined to favor. 
Fascism on the right is as bad as Communism on the left. 

Of the two band wagons ranging the nation today, it 
would appear that neither the anti-anti-Communist one nor 
the hysterically anti-Communist one is the proper one for 
Christians to board. While we may share the alarm of the 
latter, we may not support in the name of Christ their 
methods. In our efforts to combat Communism, let us make 
sure we hit the mark. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


















SCHOOL BIBLE INSTRUCTION FORBIDDEN BECAUSE OF CHURCH COUN- 
CIL COMPLAINTS.—One must regret to read that the attorney general for the State of 
Michigan, Mr. Paul L. Adams, has just issued an official opinion from his office stating that 
all Bible instruction in public schools in the state of Michigan violates both State and Fed- 
eral constitutions and that local school boards should now take steps to terminate such pro- 
grams. One of the reasons for such a verdict was the vigorous work carried on by the Rural 
Bible Mission, Inc., of Kalamazoo. They have been carrying on work there for one-quarter 
of a century. Sad to say, the Council of Churches of Jackson County were strong in their 
opposition to this particular group, and their complaint was one of the factors in leading to 
this verdict of the attorney-general. 


DR. HENRIETTA MEARS.—On Friday night, April 21, at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Hollywood, some six hundred people gathered to do honor to Dr. Henrietta Mears. Dr. 
Mears joined the staff of this church in 1928. Centering its entire curriculum on the Word 
of God, she has seen the Sunday school grow to a membership of over 6,000 under her di- 
rection. For many years she taught the world-famous College Bible Class. From this class have 
come scores of ministers, missionaries, and outstanding Christian men and women. During the 
evening, tributes to Dr. Mears were heard from tapes that had been sent in from Germany, 
Switzerland, Syria, Thailand, Iran, and numerous other countries. In addition to her church 
work, Dr. Mears became burdened with the need for evangelical Sunday school literature, 
and established the Gospel Light Press, writing many of the earlier lesson books herself. This 
is now one of the outstanding evangelical publishing ventures in our country, issuing mate- 
rial true to the Word of God in numerous languages. 
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The Unanswerable Acumen 


By Walter R. Martin 


Director, Christian Research Institute 


Walter R. Martin 


I ILOGIANS have devised vari- 

ous arguments to prove the exist- 

ence of God, the validity of 
Christianity, and the certainty of divine 
judgment. Added to these are argu- 
ments designed to show the uniqueness 
of Jesus Christ, His perfect life and 
miraculous powers. Prophetic evidence 
concerning Christ from the Old Testa- 
ment and its fulfillment in the New 
Testament is also introduced as a 
powerful argument for the acceptance 
of the Christian message. 

But taking all these things into ac- 
count and granting that they have their 
place we must still admit that they are 
not unanswerable. One has only to re- 
member the deluge of material from 
the pens of unbelieving philosophers, 
scientists, and liberal theologians who 
reject many, if not all, of the postulates 
of historic Christianity. 

Alternate explanations for the exist- 
ence of the universe are abundant in 
scientific circles today, and we are be- 
ing told that belief in God and the 
supreme moral laws ordained by Him 
is not necessary for an ethical, moral, 
and generally wholesome existence. 

Frequently when a Christian attempts 
to bear witness for his Lord, he meets 
a host of objections based supposedly 
on science and logic. In the end he 
must rely primarily upon the Scrip- 
tures. If they are denied as an author- 
itative revelation, he finds himself 
driven to the last citadel—personal ex- 
perience. However, when he gives tes- 
timony to his relationship with Christ, 
he is told that this is subjectivism and 
that others have had similar experiences 
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in other religions. Why must he con- 
sider his the only authoritative ex- 
perience? 

This line of reasoning frustrates many 


Christians, who do not realize that there 


is an unanswerable argument; and 
strangely enough, it is fashioned from 
the same material that the unbeliever 
has apparently utilized to challenge ef- 
fectively the Christian message. Let 
me illustrate what I mean with a Bibli- 
cal example. 

In the ninth chapter of the Gospel of 
John, our Lord healed a man, blind 
from birth, whose afflictions were the 
direct result of God’s will, that through 
the healing God might be glorified and 
Christ’s Messianic office established. Al- 
most immediately after this miraculous 
healing, the enemies of Jesus attempted 
to intimidate the man and his parents. 
First they questioned whether or not it 
was the same man. Then upon learn- 
ing that the healing was genuine, they 
set about slandering Christ, urging the 
man to “give God the praise: we know 
that this man is a sinner” (v. 24). 

The answer of the blind man is 
classic: “Whether he be a sinner or no, 
I know not: one thing I know, that, 
whereas I was blind, now I can see. ... 
Why herein is a marvellous thing that 
ye know not from whence he is, and 
yet he hath opened mine eyes. Now we 
know that God heareth not sinners; but 
if any man be a worshipper of God, and 
doeth his will, him he heareth. Since 
the world began was it not heard that 
any man opened the eyes of one that 
was born blind. If this man were not 
of God, he could do nothing” (vv. 25, 
30-33). 

The blind man was certain of a very 
real experience, an existential fact, to 
use the language of modern philosophy. 
He had been blind, and now he could 
see. Jesus Christ had made the differ- 
ence, and no amount of argument on 
the part of the Pharisees or scribes 
could shake him. 

The pages of history are filled with 
cases like that of the blind man. Here 
is evidence validated by time and close 
scrutiny by hostile eyes. Despite all 
of the persecutions, mockery, and re- 
jection which have been heaped upon 
the followers of Christ, the unbeliever 
is awed by the majesty of a faith that 
will not die because it does what no 
other faith has ever done: it trans- 
forms men. 

Here is no merely subjective argu- 
ment but demonstrable fact. The good 
news of God’s-love in Christ is credited 
by all transformed persons with being 
the origin and sustaining force of that 
transforming experience. This alone 
explains why they have such love for 
Him and why they are willing both to 
live and die in His service. 


The Apostle Paul put it another way: 
“I am crucified with Christ: neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

The secular and scientific age in 
which we live demands that things be 
tested and re-tested. They require evi- 
dence upon evidence, fact upon fact, 
Yet here in the truest sense is a con- 
trolled experiment. Christianity has 
been observed for almost two thousand 
years. Wherever it is faithfully pro- 
claimed, accepted, and acted upon, it 
transforms men, cultures, societies; and 
it can do this only because it is en- 
ergized by a living Saviour. 

The Son of God is unique not only 
by virtue of the fact that He is the in- 
carnate Word and the risen Redeemer, 
but because He is also the regenerator 
of twisted and tormented souls. The 
alcoholic, the drug addict, the prostitute, 
the confused, the frustrated, and the 
despairing respond alike to the voice 
of the Saviour. And whereas once 
they were blind, now they see. This 
miraculous force that is imparted to 
those who have found Him transforms 
the alcoholic into a model of sobriety, 
the prostitute into a faithful housewife 
and mother, the drug addict into a use- 
ful member of the community, and 
men and women in every degree of 
spiritual and moral disintegration into 
new creations. 

Inscribed upon the tomb of the great 
architect Christopher Wren is this state- 
ment: “If you seek his monument, look 
around you.” Well might we say this 
in an infinitely greater sense of Jesus 
Christ who, through the centuries, has 
established living monuments to His 
power to save, and has transformed 
the lives of those who would dare to 
believe the incredible. 

Men may devise every form of argu- 
ment to establish the certainty of God 
and the claims of Christianity; but the 
unanswerable argument, in all its sim- 
ple splendor, remains ever before us if 
we will but grasp its significance. The 
world can offer no alternative explana- 
tion to the divine memorial of a trans- 
formed life. 

The blind man of John’s Gospel had 
grasped this great truth. The answer 
of the unbelievers was then as it is to- 
day, blind reprisal and denunciation, 
followed by significant silence in the 
face of the incontrovertible fact of ex- 
perience. 

We have nothing to fear from higher 
education. In fact, every step that 
science takes vindicates the record of 
Scripture. Archaeology has established 
the accuracy of the Word of God. Psy- 
chology has validated the structure of 
man’s immaterial nature. Physics 0on- 
firms the immutability of the laws gov- 
erning the universe. Astronomy testifies 
to the enormity of His power. In every 
branch of science, men are begil- 
ning to see the emerging —_ of 
a Mind and purpose so gigantic 
complex that it staggers the imagina- 
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tion. In the light of all of this, let us 
not surrender; let us gird ourselves for 
that which lies ahead.. Let us look 
with confidence toward that day when 
at the name of Jesus every knee shall 
bend and every tongue shall confess 
that He is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father, and the kingdoms of this world 
will indeed become the kingdoms of our 
God and of His Christ. 

Until that promised consummation, 
the Mary Magdalenes, the blind men, 


the Sauls, the Augustines, and the 
countless spiritual lepers transformed 
by the power of the Son of God remain 
the: unanswerable argument that the 
world, for all of its wisdom, can neither 
refute nor explain. The Scripture 
speaks truth indeed when it says: “If 
any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new” (2 
Cor. 5:17). 
LivincsTonE, N. J. 





Self-taught evangelist Victor Landero entering an Indian home. 


Modern Missionary Journey 


A diary of a trip in South America that reads like one of the 
Apostle Paul’s missionary journeys 


By DAVID M. HOWARD 


Assistant General Director, Latin America Mission 


N Saturday, March 25, 1961, I 

started on a trip that was primarily 
to cover Easter week but with addi- 
tional days spent traveling in some of 
the farthest points of penetration of our 
work in Colombia. 

Planeta Rica—-March 25, 26. I trav- 
eled to Planeta Rica and spent Palm 
Sunday with Bob and Fran Reed, en- 
joying fellowship with them and the 
believers there and getting briefed by 
Bob on the area I would visit. 

Pica Pica—March 27. On Monday I 
traveled overland 5 hours to Pica Pica 
on the San Jorge River. This is a spot 
Bob and I visited two years ago when 
no Gospel witness at all existed there. 
I held a service there that night with 
the believers. 

San Mateo—March 28. On Tuesday 
am. I boarded a dugout canoe with an 
outboard motor and traveled all day up 
the San Jorge River. The river was 
low, so a great deal of twisting and 
winding and pushing was necessary to 
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get through the shallow parts. Several 
Indians were in the same canoe. I had 
as my “guide” Octavio Sierra, a young 
student from our Centro Biblico del 
Caribe, who knew the area. Arrived at 
7 p.m. at a small spot called San Mateo 
where we spent the night. (My jungle 
hammock was thoroughly investigated 
during the night by an assortment of 
curious pigs, chickens, and dogs.) 
Tierradentro—March 29—April 2. This 
was my main destination, in order 
to hold a short-term training institute 
for believers during Holy Week. It is a 
new village carved right out of pure 
jungle, established just four years ago 
and now growing fast. The evangeli- 
cals have moved in there with the ex- 
press purpose of taking it for the Lord. 
While I had planned meetings mainly 
for believers, it turned out that a 
goodly portion of the village came to 
the meetings, with 30 or 35 believers 
and perhaps 150 or more unbelievers. 
Thus our meetings took on more of 





an evangelistic ‘tone than previously 
planned, and we had the joy of seeing 
about 35 conversions. 

On Easter Sunday we held a bap- 
tismal service in the San Cyprian River, 
and it was my privilege to baptize three 
believers. 

Downriver—April 3, 4. On Monday 
we went by horseback out to the San 
Jorge River, hoping to catch another 
dugout downriver to Pica Pica, where 
Bob Reed was to meet me for a further 
trip. However, we misséd the only one 
that was in that region. I had visions 
of being stranded there for a couple of 
days, waiting for one to come upriver 
and then return. However, I noted a 
small log raft tied up on shore at San 
Mateo, and upon inquiry found that two 
young men would be willing to pole me 
down the river on it. It was three feet 
wide and about seven feet long and 
bound together with sticks in an in- 
genious way. So about noon the three 
of us hopped on and started downriver. 
We traveled most of the afternoon—a 
perfectly beautiful trip along a tropical 
river on a hot, sultry afternoon, and I 
thoroughly enjoyed the _ relaxation. 
About 4 p.m. we rounded a bend above 
the spot where we planned to spend the 
night. 

Nueva Esperanza—April 4. We went 
overland to the spot where we caught 
the dugout, which was waiting for us, 
and then went on to Pica Pica. Bob 
Reed had been unable to get in to Pica 
Pica, due to bad weather. But two be- 
lievers were waiting for me with horses 
and a mule. So that afternoon we 
started out toward the area of the San 
Pedro River, where our work is grow- 
ing at a most fantastic rate. We got as 
far as Nueva Esperanza by nightfall. 
This is a tiny dot in the jungle—a clus- 
ter of thatch huts that pop right out of 
the forest as one comes along the trail. 
There is such a thrilling story behind it 
that it bears telling at this point. I 
got the full details later from Victor 
Landero, who was the Lord’s instrument 
in opening up the work here. 


(Continued on page 546) 





David Howard and two Colombians 
whe poled him downstream on a raft. 
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Luke 10:38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he en- 
tered into a certain village: and a certain woman named 
Martha received him into her house. 

39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at 
Jesus’ feet, and heard his word. 

40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and 
came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sis- 
ter hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she 
help me. 

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things: 

42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away from her. 


John 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of 
Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with oint- 
ment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Laz- 
arus was sick.) 





International Uniform Lesson 





MARY AND MARTHA, FRIENDS OF JESUS 
Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-44; 12:1-8; printed text, Luke 10:38-42; 


John 11:1-5; 12:1-3 


Golden Text.—[Martha] saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.—John 11:27 


3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, be- 
hold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 

4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might 
be glorified thereby. 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 


Chap. 12:1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came 
to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom © 
he raised from the dead. 

2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. 

3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very 
costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 10:38—“Now ... 
. . . he entered into a certain village: 


became somewhat vehement, and ac- 
tually chided the Lord Jesus for His 


as they went 
apparent indifference. Surely if He 
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Approach to the Lesson 


E WOULD have been real losers, 
W spiritually, had Martha, Mary, 

and Lazarus not met the Lord 
Jesus, and had they not come into the 
Gospel narrative. Their contacts, their 
conversations, and their experiences 
with Him were written with our bless- 
ing in view. Moreover, all of this also 
served to bring into relief the glories of 
Christ. 

These two sisters and one brother 
lived in the village of Bethany, a com- 
munity that nestled on the eastern slope 
of the Mount of Olives. Their humble 
home was always open to the Master, 
whom they loved. And He, in turn, 
loved them, and took advantage of their 
genuine hospitality. 

Martha appears in the Gospel account 
as the active one. Twice we see her 
serving. Mary, on the other hand, was 
of a quieter and more meditative dis- 
position. 

Little is said about the character of 
Lazarus, their brother. But the occa- 
sion of his death and of his miraculous 
resurrection by the power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ served to reveal fully that 


this trio were devoted lovers of Christ. 


The supper that they made Him pro- 
claimed to all their deep appreciation 
and affection. And Mary’s well-known 
act of worship, when she broke her 
costly vial of ointment on the Lord, 
filled not only the house with its odor, 
but it has filled every heart that has 
since read and pondered the moving 
story. 
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and a certain woman named Martha 
received him into her house.” The vil- 
lage was Bethany (see John 11:1) and 
evidently the home was Martha’s, al- 
though both Mary, her sister, and 
Lazarus, her brother, shared it with her. 
Doubtless Martha had already received 
Jesus into her heart; now she received 
Him into her home. This must have 
been most cheering to Him after so 
recently being refused in Samaritan 
homes (see Luke 9: 52, 53). 

Verse 39—“And she had a sister 
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ 
feet, and heard his word.” Notice the 
words “sat” and “heard.” Both of these 
attitudes marked Mary on that happy 
occasion. When one is sitting he is not 
active, and when one is listening he is 
not talking, of course. Mary was a sub- 
missive learner. At the feet of her 
Lord she received communications that 
apparently no others received. 

Verse 40—“But Martha was cum- 
bered about much serving, and came to 
him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care 
that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone? bid her therefore that she help 
me.” Martha, distracted by her domes- 
tic responsibilities that probably in- 
volved the preparing of a meal, here 








Comfort for Dark Days 








“I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13). 














really cared He would adjust this un- 
equal situation. After all, Mary should 
also have an apron on! Let Him, there- 
fore, send her at once to the kitchen! 


Verse 41.—“And Jesus answered... 
Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many things.” The 
repetition of the name here indicates a 
tender reproof. The Lord Jesus used 
this approach on two occasions later on 
(see “Simon, Simon,” chap. 22:31; “Saul, 
Saul,” Acts 9:4). Martha was “fretting 
and fussing about so many things”—as 
the New English Bible translates the 
passage. 


Verse 42—“But one thing is needful: 
and Mary hath chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken away from 
her.” In contrast with the “many 
things” that were upsetting Martha, just 
one thing, after all, was necessary. And 
that was the restful confidence that 
drew Mary as an eager learner to His 
feet. In choosing this place she had 
chosen what is in the fullest sense 
“good” because it brings a divine in- 
telligence that outlasts every temporary 
possession and abides for eternity. 


John 11:1—“‘Now a certain man was 
sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the 
town of Mary and her sister Martha.” 
Here we are introduced to the only 
brother of the two sisters, Mary and 
Martha. But Lazarus was sick. Beth- 
any here is distinguished from the 
“Bethany ... across the Jordan” (see 
chap. 10:40; 1:28, A.S.V.). 


Vetse 2.—“(It was that Mary which — 
anointed the Lord with ointment, and 4 
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"piped his feet with her hair .. .)” 


Evidently the incident had become well- 
known by the time John wrote his 
Gospel, and he was anxious that his 
readers should accurately identify this 
young woman and distinguish her from 
the other Marys of the New Testament. 

Verse 3.—“Therefore his sisters sent 
unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom 
thou lovest is sick.” In their turning at 
once to the Lord Jesus, these sisters 
manifested their complete confidence in 
Him. And it is beautifully indicative of 
their intimacy with Him that they did 
not urge Him to come to their relief. 
They felt that they did not have to! 
He would come without any urging. 


Verse 4—“When Jesus heard that, he 
said, This sickness is not unto death, 
but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God might be glorified thereby.” The 
apparent calamity that had overtaken 
Lazarus would not issue in death being 
the final victor, even though Lazarus 
might indeed die. God’s glory would be 
the ultimate achievement. And not 
only His glory, but the glory of Jesus, 
the Son of God, as well. We know from 
the sequel how perfectly this was ac- 
complished. 

Verse 5.—“Now Jesus loved Martha, 
and her sister, and Lazarus.” This as- 
surance would seem to be in conflict 
with the Lord’s delay to hasten back to 
Lazarus’s bedside (see v. 6). However, 
John wants to assure us that despite any 
contrary appearances, the Lord did 
dearly love these three friends. And of 
course the sequel abundantly demon- 
strated that fact. 


Chap. 12:1.—“Then Jesus six days be- 
fore the passover came to Bethany, 
where Lazarus was which had been 
dead, whom he raised from the dead.” 
The excitement over the raising of Laz- 
arus was now pretty well subsided, and 
the cross was less than one week away. 
The hostile plottings of the religious 
leaders had reached their highest point, 
and the atmosphere around Jerusalem 
was filled with the darkest threatenings 
for Jesus (see chap. 11:57). He there- 
fore sought the fellowship of His true 
and loving friends at Bethany. 


Verse 2—“There they made him a 
supper; and Martha served: but Laz- 
arus was one of them that sat at the 
table with him.” This supper, served in 
His honor, was one of the only two that 
were ever made for the Lord. The 
other had been made by Matthew, and 
there He was surrounded by sinners 
(see Luke 5:27-29). But here He was 
surrounded by saints; and service, fel- 
lowship and worship were all repre- 
sented. Martha, active as usual, stood 
for service, while Lazarus, sitting at ta- 
ble with Him, presented the joy of per- 
sonal communion. 

Verse 3—“Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped 
his feet with her hair: and the house 
was filled with the odour of the oint- 
ment.” This act of sacrifice and wor- 
ship on the part of Mary was in view of 
His burial (see v. 7). John tells us that 

anointed His feet, wiping them 


Last Week’s Lesson 
8. a, 16.—Matthew, the Oonverted 
blican. Matthew 9:9-18; 10:1- 
4; Luke 5:27-82 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. July 80.—Thomas, the Realist. John 
11:5-16; 14:3-6; 20:24-29; Acts 1:18 








with her hair, and that the fragrance 
filled the entire house. This was an 
exquisite picture of the heart’s adora- 
tion. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Mary of Bethany was three times at 
her Lord’s feet in the chapters under 
consideration today. First, she was 
there as a learner, second, as a suppli- 
cant, and third, as a worshiper. 

On the occasion of the Saviour’s visit 
to their home, while Martha was dis- 
tracted because of her many responsi- 
bilities, Mary calmly drank in the 
instructions of the Lord Jesus. Thus she 
learned of His coming death, and also 
the reason for that death. It appears 
that Mary believed and understood 
what none of the other disciples 
grasped, even though they had closely 
accompanied Him for some three years. 

As she sat at His feet her confidence 
in Him increased. There she learned 
that those very feet would shortly be 
nailed to a cross for her sake. Hence 
her heart responded in deep overflowing 
love. He became her all in all. 

When their brother Lazarus was so 
desperately ill, the hearts of both sisters 
were heavy. The Master did not hasten 
to their relief even though He fully 
knew all of the threatening circum- 
stances. Indeed, He allowed their 
brother to both die and be buried. It 
was only after that that He came. But 
the arrival of Jesus brought immediate 
action, and even reproach, from Martha 
(see John 11:20, 21). Mary, however, 
remained quietly in the house, and it 
was only when she was summoned that 
she came to Him. Then she again knelt 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


NTO whose house in Bethany was 

Jesus received? 

2. What attitude did Mary take? 

3. Why was Martha upset? 

4. According to Christ, what would 
the death of Lazarus issue in? 

5. In what posture is Mary seen on 
three occasions? 

6. After the raising of Lazarus what 
did the three friends at Bethany prepare 
for Christ? 

7. What was the underlying signifi- 
cance of Mary’s anointing of the Lord 
Jesus? 

8. In what way was Mary more un- 
derstanding than the other disciples? 

9. Name one other Bible character 
who also sat in the Lord’s presence. 

10. What should be the source of our 
service for Christ? 


(Answers on page 544) 


at His feet. “Lord, if thou hadst been 
here,” she exclaimed tearfully, “my 
brother had not died” (John 11:32). 

This time she was at His feet as a 
supplicant. 

Later, when the great Jewish Passover 
was less than a week away, and there 
was an increasing storm of hate gather- 


“ing against Christ, the little Bethany 


family prepared .a supper for their 
friend and His followers. It was during 
this supper that Mary again took her 
place at her Lord’s feet, but this time 
not so much to receive but rather to 
give. She had already received; now 
she would pour out her love upon Him. 
Taking her very costly and treasured 
box of spikenard, she poured out the 
ointment upon His feet, and wiped 
them with her hair, her glory: (see 1 Cor. 
11:15). This act of worship was in 
view of His burial, and brought forth 
the Lord’s highest commendation (see 
Mark 14:9). 

But we must not overlook Martha. 
After all, she received Christ into her 
home (see Luke 10:38) and gladly con- 
fessed her faith in Him (see John 11:21- 
27). Her energetic service provides a 
happy example for us today. 

The censure she received was di- 
rected not against her service, but 
rather against her permitting this to 
displace her communion. Communion 
must always precede service, and our 
work for Christ be the outflow of our 
fellowship. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Martha’s cumberance and Mary’s 
choice (Luke 10: 38-42) 

2. Lazarus’s death and _ resurrection 
(John 11; 1-44) 

3. Mary’s worship and Judas’s covet- 
ousness (John 12:1-8) 


Topics for Development 

When and Where Ought We To Sit? 
The happy bride of the Song of Solo- 
mon once exclaimed, “I sat down under 
his shadow with great delight” (Song of 
Sol. 2:3). There must be a time in 
every healthy Christian’s life when he 
ceases from activity, sits down, and 
rests in the Lord. 

As we have seen} Mary of Bethany 
sat at the Lord’s feet three times, and 
there cultivated rare spiritual intelli- 
gence. In earlier days Ruth the 
Moabitess was advised to “sit still” un- 
til she would know the outcome of 
Boaz’s plans (see Ruth 3:18). Nor did 
she have to wait long! His love for her 
brought its prompt reward. 

Then, too, David one day “went... 
in, and sat before the Lord” (2 Sam. 7: 
18). It was there that he learned the 
magnitude of God’s grace and power, 
as well as his own utter insignificance. 

On the other hand, Simon Peter one 
day sat down, but it was in the wrong 
place. He sat down among the Lord’s 
enemies (see Luke 22:55). And we all 
know the sad consequences. In sitting 
in “the seat of the scornful” he com- 
pletely missed the blessing of the First 
Psalm. 

Can you think of other Bible refer- 
ences to the importance of this spiritual 
posture? 
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Practical Applications 

On one occasion the Lord said to a 
self-righteous young man, “One thing 
thou lackest” (Mark 10:21). The de- 
ficiency lay in his insensibility to his 
spiritual bankruptcy, and he therefore 
lacked the salvation that Jesus had 
come to provide. 

Today we have been hearing the Lord 
Jesus saying to busy Martha, “One thing 
is needful” (Luke 10:42). This was 
communion. Enjoyment of the all- 
sufficiency of the living Christ is fun- 
damental to all effective service for the 
Lord. Otherwise our work for Him 
may easily become a drudgery. It is 
only as we take time out to sit at His 
feet, like Mary, and to hear His Word 
that we are empowered to stand on our 
feet and to speak His Word. 

Martha served out of His presence 
and became petulant; in fact, almost 
cranky. Let us beware that we do not 
fall into the same attitude. Acceptable 
and effective service must be in His 
presence, and must be the outflow of 
fellowship with Jesus Christ. 


Golden Text 

John 11:27—“(Martha] saith unto 
him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God, which should 
come into the world.” Here is the un- 
qualified confession of Martha that 
Jesus was both Messiah (i.e., the Christ) 
and Son of God. Thus she acknowl- 
edged His double glory, both His 
messiahship and His deity. 

NorTH Patm BEACH, FLA. 





| i: 





F) 
i 
18 et 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“|. . Martha received him into her 
house” (Luke 10:38).—The great honor 
of receiving the Lord Jesus into the 
house belongs to Martha, not Mary. As 
far as the record goes, she conferred 
with no one, but personally took the 
initiative, assumed the _ responsibility, 
and welcomed Him in. Under the pre- 
vailing circumstances, it was no small 
matter to extend a cordial invitation to 
the Lord Jesus to enter one’s home. He 
was a marked man, and was hated of 
the religious leaders. It could spell ex- 
communication, and even something 
worse (see John 9:22; 12:42; 16:2). 

In a village the size of Bethany, it 
would be “noised that he was in the 
house” (Mark 2:1). What a rebuke this 
act of Martha’s is to every person today 
who through fear of man fails to receive 
the Lord Jesus Christ by faith into heart 
and life! It is absolutely essential that 
He be received before one is authorized 
to speak of himself as a child of God 
(John 1:12). 

“Mary ... sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard 
his word” (Luke 10:39).—Once the Lord 
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was received into the home, all mem- 
bers of the household were afforded the 
opportunity of becoming intimately ac- 
quainted with Him. Mary seized this 
golden opportunity to sit at His feet and 
to learn of Him! 

Luke seems to have taken special no- 
tice of persons who took their place at 
the blessed feet of the Lord Jesus; for 
he mentions at least five such instances. 
In 7:38, the unnamed woman who was 
a sinner took her place there and heard 
His word of forgiveness. In 8:35, the 
former demon-possessed Legion is seen 
sitting there. And he heard the word 
commissioning him to return to his own 
house and show what great things God 
had done unto him. 

In 8:41, Jairus, a ruler of the syna- 
gogue, fell down at Jesus’ feet, where he 
received the word of assurance that the 
Lord would accompany him to the 
house where his young daughter “lay a 
dying.” 

In 17:16, a cleansed leper is seen on 
his face at the Saviour’s feet, giving 
thanks for his cleansing. There he 
heard the memorable words: “. . . thy 
faith hath made thee whole” (v. 19). 

In our lesson, Mary is seen as a true 
disciple, at her Lord’s feet. Her later 
actions reveal the fact that she learned 
more during the time spent at His feet 
than the apostles did in the years they 
were with Him. 


The Saviour’s voice has reached my ear 
In accents and sweet, 
It tells me of His wondrous love, 
It brings me to His feet 
There, sins and wrotchednees confessed, 
I am by Him forgiven and blessed. 


His voice now thrills my inmost soul 
With ig A nought on can give; 
I long to catch — spers low, 
To me, it is to li 
at His feet to hear His word, 
‘And pit thus to know my Lord. 
—E. W. Trench 
“But Martha was cumbered about 

much serving” (Luke 10:40).—“What a 
great soul this Martha was! Jesus was 
the Guest, and the one thing of supreme 
importance in the heart of Martha was 
that He should have adequate welcome. 
I can see her. I have met her in this 
life; haven’t you? Those hurrying feet, 
those swiftly moving fingers; love sud- 
denly suggesting something else to make 
the welcome more perfect. Love al- 
ways multiplies itself. She went to do 
something, and on her way, love sug- 
gested two other things, and she moved 
a little more quickly; and while she was 
going to do these, four were suggested: 
and then she hurried after the four, and 
by the time she had begun those, the 
four are eight things crowding in; and 
by the time eight are begun, there are 
sixteen, and so she became distracted! 
God bless her; a great soul!” (Dr. G. C. 
Morgan.) 


. Lord, dost thou not care?” (Luke 
10: 40.) —Distraction can cause us to ask 
questions that should never be asked; 
for the Lord cares even for birds, 
flowers, and the grass of the field (Matt. 
6: 25-34). How much more does He care 
for persons who have made Him the 
object of their trust! Since 1 Peter 5:7 
is in the Book, it ill becomes Christians 
to question His care today. 
John Wesley’s mother had nineteen 


children! Do you suppose she 
have been unconcerned if one ‘of 

had passed away, even though she 
eighteen left? Read her letters to her 
children and notice her care for each 


il 


fe 


one.. Each one had an individual place 


that none of the others could fill. 

“There they made him a supper...” 
(John 12:2).—Lazarus, Martha, and 
Mary were there. Martha served with- 
out distraction, and Mary took her cus- 
tomary place at the Master’s feet. She 
broke the box of very costly ointment 
of spikenard, and anointed the Lord for 
His burial. Martha had learned her les- 
son, and all was well! 


Wawona, CALIF. 








From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTtep HyMNns 


“Jesus Is All the World to Me” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast drawn near to us 
through Christ for our blessing, con- 
strain us to draw near to Thee and 
make our life a walk with Thee. Help 
us to take time to come to know Thee 
better, meditating in Thy Word and 
speaking to Thee in praise and in 
prayer. Help us to learn by this lesson 
to watch against good things crowding 
out the best thing of all: trusting, hear- 
ing, and living for Jesus. Make us wise 
unto salvation and keep us seeking first 
Thy Kingdom and Thy righteousness. 
Be our guide in the use of time and 
strength this week. May love for Thee 
and concern for the good of others dwell 
in us more richly. So may. our lives 
honor Thee and bless others. To the 
troubled and distressed bring relief and 
comfort. To the lost and straying bring 
deliverance and recovery to Thyself. 
To all of us grant a full measure of Thy 
saving and keeping power. Restrain 
the powers of darkness in our world 
and bring in the glorious reign of Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. We ask all in His 
name. Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 


— FIR WT 


After the Lesson.—Martha’s storming 
about Mary’s leaving all the work to her 
is a very human picture. How often 
such scenes occur in our homes! Martha 
had a distinguished Guest and 
to honor Him with a very special meal. 
But getting all steamed up about it was 
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wrong. And putting so much time 02. 


the meal as to lose a priceless oppor 
tunity of learning precious things from 
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Pa. with good but earthly things that we 
and neglect all important heavenly things. 
with- It is Christ Himself, known, trusted, 
cus- heard, obeyed that is the one thing 
She needful. In the parable of the sower, 
ment the weeds that choked out the good 
d for seed stand for “cares and riches and 
 les- pleasures of this life” (Luke 8:14). 


things above. 


and learn of Him. 
Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
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but have eternal life.” 


reach Heaven. 


friendly neighbors. 
Scene I 


for Martha and Mary. 
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without Lazarus. 


Jesus could heal him. 


was? 
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her Lord was a yet greater mistake. 


vould» 

them Mary had a truer sense of what was of 
» had chief importance, and she made the 
» her most of the rare privilege of drinking 
each in the truths our Lord was speaking. 


It is so easy to let good things crowd 
out the best things. We can be so busy 


be so busy with the things of this life— 
even lawful things—as to have no time 
for Christ and Christian things is to be 
busier than God ever intended you to 
be. Take time for daily Bible reading 
and prayer. Also guard the Lord’s Day 
as a day of resurrection from earth to 
Nothing is so impor- 
tant as to take time to sit at Jesus’ feet 





ET us review John 3:14 today and 
then learn verse 15: “That whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 


Our lesson today is about Martha, 
Mary, and Lazarus, who lived in the 
little town of Bethany nearly two thou- 
sand years ago. They all believed in 
Jesus and so we will see them when we 


First we will read the verses in the 
lesson: Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-5; and 
John 12:1-8. Then let us try to picture 
ourselves as living in Bethany when 
they did, so that we can discuss what 
happened to them as if we had been 





Apan: Lazarus is dead! I feel so sorry 
Arett: I don’t know how they’ll live 


Brucar: When I heard of Lazarus’s 
symptoms, I felt his case was hopeless. 

Evi: The doctors couldn’t help him. 
But Mary and Martha believed that 


Gunit: Too bad Jesus wasn’t here. 
Why didn’t Martha and Mary send 
Someone to tell Jesus how ill Lazarus 





ApaH: They did send a messenger to 
tell Jesus of their brother’s illness, and 
they never gave up hope that’ Jesus 
cong come and heal him, till Lazarus 

ied 


ARELI: Why do you suppose Jesus 
didn’t come? We know Martha, Mary, 
and Lazarus all loved Him, and He 








DO YOU HAVE $300, 
$500 or $1,000? 





This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tel] us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad. . regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


the many ministries of 
a share. 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 


Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





ae 


O Moody Annuity Plan. © Wills. 


Write: Annuity Department 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street e Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me, without obligation, information relating to: 


Dept. S-1-36-6 








Name. Age. 
Address. 
City. Zone. State. 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After » long and costly search, reprints of the original 1878 

revised editi McGuffey’s Readers ha' 

been Ce gna and you can now exact 

following low prices POSTP. : 
ist Reader______.$2.50 4th Reader______..$3.50 
2nd Reader_..__..$2.75 Sth Reader.___...$3.75 
Srd Reader.__._.$3.25 6th Reader._______.$4.25 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-7, Rowan, lowa 


have 
copies at the 










VACATION 
= SOR ER, Ep) 


Before you 
pack your bags, be 
sure to pick up several 


good books 


- « » for enjoyment, relaxation, 
and spiritual refreshment! 
620% They make wonderful “‘compan- 
Be\ ions.” Visit your CBA bookseller— 
|} he'll be happy to help you select 
books to fit your particular needs. 









CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION INC. 
5609 West Chicago Avenue, Chicago 51, Ill. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


© You to know that Commies and Mos- 
lems win N , teaching that the 
Bible is the white man’s book to make 
Negroes subservient. 

ee More people to be deeply concerned 
about such anti-Christ teaching. 

eee That this CBI work of God needs 
workers, needs prayer helpers, needs 
support to more ly enter open doors 


for 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 














When writing advertisers please 
mention “The Times” 





THE LORD IS WORKING 
in re HOLY LAND 





Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two our orphans 
Our obligations to needy children increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 
for your cooperation, prayers and help. 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 


HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
AA 
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Brcar: Martha and Mary don’t know 
why Jesus failed to come, but I think it 
was because He has so many enemies 
in Jerusalem, and Bethany is so near to 
Jerusalem. 

Evi: How could such a good, kind 
man as Jesus have enemies? 

Gunt: The Jewish leaders are terribly 
jealous of Him. They actually want to 
kill Him. You know the Holy Scrip- 
tures say that “jealousy is cruel as the 
grave” (Song of Sol. 8: 6b). 

Avan: I don’t think Martha and Mary 
gave up hope till after the funeral. You 
know Jesus once stopped a funeral pro- 
cession at Nain, and raised a dead young 
man to life. 

ARELI: It would have been wonderful 
if Jesus had done that for Lazarus, but 
it’s too late now! 

(Enter Dannah, Haleh and Iru) 

DannaH: Have you heard the news? 
Lazarus is alive! 

Bucar: Impossible! 
dead four days. 

Ha.ex: But it’s true. Lazarus is alive 
and in perfect health. 

Evi: How could such a thing be? 

Inu: We were in the house weeping 
with Mary when Jesus came. He went 
to the grave with Martha and Mary. 
We followed, and so did the others who 
were there mourning with them. Out- 
side the cave where Lazarus was 
buried, Jesus stood and called, “Lazarus, 
come forth!” And Lazarus did come 
forth, right out of his grave. 

Gunt: I can hardly believe that Laz- 
arus is alive again. Let’s call on the 
family right away and see how he looks. 

(All exit) 


He has been 


Scene IT 

DannaH: Wasn’t that a splendid feast 
we had at Simon’s house honoring 
Jesus? 

Haen: It surely was. I couldn’t get 
over the wonder of seeing Lazarus sit- 
ting at the table looking perfectly well. 

Inu: Martha. was serving as usual, but 
she looked radiantly happy. She said 
she is sure that Jesus is the Son of God, 
the one whose coming. is promised all 
through our Holy Scriptures. 

ApaH: I think anyone who knew all 
the wonderful things Jesus has done 
would believe that He is the Christ. 
Only the Son of God could have raised 
Lazarus from the dead. 

ArELI: I’m sure Martha believes in 
Jesus with all her heart, but I thought 
Mary’s action the climax of the feast. 
When she poured all her costly perfume 
on the Master’s feet, she was giving 
Him the most precious thing she had! 

Brat: ‘I never smelled such lovely 
perfume before! Judas thought Mary 
wasteful, but Jesus didn’t. 

Ev1: Jesus knew that Mary poured 


‘out that costly perfume on His feet to 
| express her love for Him. He said it 


was for His burial. I didn’t know just 
what He meant. 


Guni: Martha, Mary, and Lazarus all 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


“ 
love Jesus greatly, but I believe Mary — 


understands Him best. 

DannaH: I think I know why that is, 
When Jesus first came to visit them, 
Mary stopped what she was doing to sit 
at His feet and hear His words. 

HaLew: Martha thought that Mary 
should have helped in the kitchen that 
day, but Jesus said, “Mary hath chosen 
that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her” (Luke 10:42). 

Inu: Well it was a wonderful feast, 
I’m sure we'll never forget it. It is un- 
usual to see a whole family as radiantly 
happy as Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
were. 

ApaH: If every family loved and 
honored Jesus as, they do, there would 


be many more happy homes in the - 


world. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 541) 
1. Martha’s. 
2. She sat at His feet. 


3. Because she felt that Christ should 
have sent Mary to help her. 


4. The glory of God. 
5. At the Lord’s feet. 
6. A supper. 
7. She did it in view of His burial. 
8. She knew that Jesus would die. 
9. David (2 Sam. 7:18). 

10. Fellowship with Him. 

NorTH PaLm BEACH, FLA. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Pamily Who Loved Jesus 
(Luke 10:38-42) 

OW many girls named Mary do 
I you know? Mary was a favorite 
name for girls in the Bible, too. Do you 
know more than one who was named 
Mary? (List on the blackboard the 
ones suggested—probably Mary the 
mother of Jesus, Mary the sister of 
Martha and Lazarus, Mary Magdalene. 
A Bible dictionary will list others, if 
the children are curious.) 

Stories of the first Mary may be re- 
viewed from the pictures in the book- 
let. Endeavor to find three pictures, 
preferably of good size, to illustrate the 
episodes in which the second Mary and 
her sister Martha are involved. Ask 
questions to bring out the action and 
conversation represented. Any answers 
that are not known may be found in the 
Scripture. Where was the picture 
“taken”? Who are the people? 
has each one done or said, or is doing? 
Each picture may be pasted on a large 
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| sheet of paper and blurbs drawn to rep- 


resent the conversation. Let the chil- 
dren try to express the idea briefly. 
Thus for the incident in Luke 10:38-42, 
Martha: “Make Mary help me.” The 
Lord: “You are upset and. troubled 
about many things. One thing is 
enough. Mary has chosen the good 
part.” For the resurrection of Lazarus 
in John 11, Martha: “You are the Christ, 
the Son of God.” Mary: “If You had 
been here, my brother would not have 
died.” One in the crowd: “How He 
loved him!” Another in the crowd: 
“Couldn't He have kept him from dy- 
ing?” Christ: “I am Life. Lazarus, 
come out!” For the anointing in John 
12:1-8, Judas: “Why wasn’t it sold and 
given to the poor?” In a broken-line 
blurb to indicate thought rather than 
speech: “If only I could get my hands 
on that money!” Christ: “Let her alone. 
It’s for My burial!” 

Did this family love the Lord Jesus? 
How did each of the sisters show her 
love? Did the Lord love them? Then 
why did He scold Martha when she was 
tussing over getting a big dinner and 
was cross because Mary did not help? 
Did they love each other? The Lord 
told His friends at another time, “This 
is my commandment. That ye love one 
another, as I have loved you” (John 
15:12, Memory Verse). 

Emphasize the importance of listening 
to the Lord in Bible reading, prayer, 
worship. Necessary work must be done, 
but it should not take all the time. 
What would the Lord say to a boy who 
had no time for church because he could 
earn money working on Sunday? Time 
for work and play, riding and pro- 
grams, Scouts and music—no time left 
for the Lord! Is that right? (Deut. 6: 
5.) Rush from one thing to another, 
and no time to be kind and helpful in 
your families, is that right? (Gal. 6: 
10.) Cross and angry because your 
brothers and sisters do not do what you 
want them to do! Is that right? 
(Prov. 16:32; John 15:12.) Think of the 
Lord as visiting in your home every 
day this week, and see how you behave 
when He is there. He really is there, 
you know! Help to make yours a fam- 
ily that loves the Lord Jesus! 





As we are getting acquainted with 
Bible people this, quarter, before class, 
in class, or at social times, use various 
quizzes, guessing games, and riddles 
about Bible characters. Try the class 








When a soul is almost afraid to de- 
clare, in the presence of the Lord, that 
it will not. do this or that, which has 
formerly offended Him; when it is afraid 
absolutely to promise that it will per- 
form this or that duty with vigor and 
constancy, but only expresses its earnest 
and humble desire that it may by grace 
be enabled to avoid the one or pursue 
the other; then, so far as my observation 
and experience have reached, it is in 
the best way to learn the happy art of 
Conquering temptation, and of discharg- 
ing duty.—Philip Doddridge. 








out on prepared ones you find in books 
or religious papers. Make up your own, 
based on the persons mentioned in les- 
sons. If boys and girls are fairly evenly 
matched in your class or in two classes 
of the same age, have a contest between 
them. Or try Sunday baseball. Have 
questions prepared on small cards. |. 








ment e, P. O. Box 425, ye a 1 
Georgia. Send a self-addressed stam 
envelope with your request. 





Easy questions are one-base hits, harder 





are two-base, and so forth. Very hard 
ones are home runs. Use the four 
corners of the room for bases. If a per- 
son misses, he is out, if someone on the 
other side can catch it—answer it. 
Three tries (questions) and he is out. 
One inning could be played each week. 
Interest in it might keep attendance up. 
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“The most solid source of knowledge is the 
Word of God. The most satisfying 

study is the effort to learn the precise - 
meaning of God’s Word. The most worth- 
while activity is to show men how they 
may be saved and how they may grow 
into the image of Christ.” These thoughts 
from Dr. Allan A. MacRae, president 
of Faith Seminary, show graphically the 
dependence of the Seminary, from president 
to student, on the Word of God. Dr. 
MacRae, Th.B., Ph.D., F.R.G.S., a mem- 
ber of the Scofield Reference Bible Revision 
Committee is. dedicated to training min- 
isters obedient to the Word; able to preach’ 
the Gospel of Christ and earnestly con- 
tend for the faith “once delivered unto 
the saints .. .” He says “We can trust the 
Bible, for God has given it to us as our 
only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
Since God, Who inspired the Bible, is also 
the Créator of the universe, and the 
Controller of history, we can depend upon 
whatever statements the Bible makes in any 
field of thought.” At Faith Seminary, 

Dr. MacRae is the stimulating influence - 
in the development of 20th Century Re- 

formers. 


Faith scholars are 
Bible-believing men 


One in a series presenting faculty 


members at Faith Theological 
Seminary—Dr. Allan A. MacRae, 
president; Dr. Carl McIntire, 
president of the board. Student 
tuition and fees provided through 
Christian giving. 


for free catalogue and infor- 
mation write Student Office: 


Faith 
Theological Seminary 


Elkins Park 
Philadelphia 17 
Pennsylvania 








The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for meg A illustrations for this 


oPetiitors. had upon request from 
the Sunday School Times, 
ner | N. isin St., * philadelphia 5. 


A list of the ‘lessons for the year 1961 
_ be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, 4 the same address. 


About Face—[Martha] saith unto 
him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thow art 
the Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the world (John 
11:27, Golden Text). An infidel who 
denied the existence of God and Christ 
and said he had no use for religion 
whatever was offered a beautiful copy 
of the Gospel of John if he would read 
it. When he said, “I don’t believe it at 
all,” he was entreated to accept it any- 
way and see for himself just what the 
Scriptures teach and what Christians 
believe. Later, the infidel’s wife re- 
marked that something was getting hold 
of her husband. He sat up late that 
night reading the book. Not content 
with one reading of it, he read it several 
times. As a result of his reading it, he 
soon feached the point where his “I do 
not believe” was changed to, “I do be- 
lieve.” He trusted the Lord Jesus and 
was saved, and also became a zealous 
worker among unfortunates and crim- 
inals. “Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” If that 
Word is given proper hearing, it will 
speedily change unbelief to faith—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


Hymn for a Household.—Now it came 
to pass, as they went, that he entered 
into a certain village: and a certain 
woman named Martha received him into 
her house (Luke 10:38). 


Lord mg ——— : oy Some 
We light ‘at home, 
And where gp Ah arg halives throng 
Uplift our prayer and evensong. 

Dost Thou, with Heaven in Thy ken, 
Seek still a dwelling-place with men, 
Wandering the world in ceaseless quest? 
O Man of Nazareth, be our guest! 

Lord Christ, the bird his nest has a 
The fox is sheltered in his groun 

But dost Thou still the dark earth tread 
And have no place to lay thy head? 
Shepherd of mortals, here behold 

A littl a@ wayside fold 

That wait Thy presence to be blest— 
O Man of Nazareth, be our Guest! 


—From David Henderson, in Park St. 
Spire. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
N. Y. 


Reverse Order.—And she had a sister 
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ 


feet, and heard his word (Luke 10:39).. 


A discouraged Sunday school teacher 
sought advice from the godly minister 
of the church, who was always so ready 
to help the workers. He was a man 
whose counsel was usually heeded. The 
teacher told him that although she put 
so much time into her class, she could 
see so little result for all the work. 
The good man listened to the teacher, 





then said gently, “How much time do 
you spend in waiting on the Lord for 
your class?” The woman had to con- 
fess it wasn’t much. Then the minister 
said, “Your mistake is a common one 
with many Christian workers. You see, 
we must learn to be occupied with the 
Master before we can be truly occupied 
for Him. Just reverse the order you 
have been following, and see the differ- 
ence, not only in your work for the 
Lord, but in your own growth in the 
Christian life."—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Scarborough, Ont., Can. 


No Time To Slow Down.—Martha was 
cumbered about much serving (Luke 
10:40). .“My cousin Mae never had a 
lazy bone in her body. She was as 
energetic as a child and as industrious 
as a housewife, and’ she reared a fine, 
well-cared-for family. She was an 
early riser, and, like many others, could 
always find something worthwhile to 
do about the house. As they must 
come to all, the late years of middle 
life came to Mae and the frailties be- 
gan to manifest themselves. After long 
persuasion, she finally consented to visit 
the family physician for a check-up. 
After the examination, he told her: 
‘You’ve got to slow down. I am order- 
ing you to lie down each day and take 
a two-hour rest.’ ‘All right, Doctor, if 
you say so,’ said Mae, ‘but I'll tell you 
right now, I'll have to get up two hours 
earlier in the mornings!’”—From The 
Rotarian. Sent by J. B. Dengis, Ham- 
ilton, Ont., Can. 


Their Town.—Now a certain man was 
sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the 
town of Mary and her sister Martha 
(John 11:1). It is interesting to note 
how the Holy Spirit speaks of Bethany as 
“the town of Mary and . . . Martha.” 
Doubtless, many important people lived 
in this suburban city, so nigh to Jeru- 
salem, and one might have identified 
it more naturally with them than with 
this quiet, unassuming family. But to 
God it was their town, because they 
loved and believed in His Son. May 
this not be more than a hint of the way 
the Lord looks upon our cities and 
villages today, valuing them, not as 
the places of residence of those great in 
the eyes of the world—whose names are 
prominent in political, scientific, or busi- 
ness circles—but rather as the place 
where some of His saints dwell who are 
numbered among the “quiet in the 
land” (Psa. 35:20), the poor of this 
world, rich in faith (Jas. 2:5), un- 
known to men, yet well known to God 
(2 Cor. 6:9).—From H. A. Ironside in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Recklessness Indeed!—This sickness is 

. for the glory of God, that the Son 

of God might be glorified thereby (John 
11:4). Sometimes God lets a stinging 
blow fall upon our life, and it seems to 
us an appalling mistake; but it is not, 
for we are the most precious jewel to 
God, and He the most skillful lapidary 
in the universe. Several years ago there 
was found in an African mine the most 
magnificent diamond in the world’s his- 
tory. It was sent to the King of Eng- 
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land to blaze in his crown of state, 
The king sent it to Amsterdam to be — 
cut. What do you suppose the lapidary — 
did? He cut a notch in it, then struck 
it a hard blow with his instrument, and 
the superb jewel lay in his hand, cleft 
in twain. What recklessness! But not 
so. For days and weeks that blow 
had been studied and planned. Draw- 
ings and models had been made of the 
gem. Its quality, its defects, its lines 
of cleavage, had all been studied with 
minutest care. The man to whom it 
had been committed was one of the 
most skillful lapidaries in the world, 
That blow was the climax of his skill 
When he struck it, he did the one thing 
that would bring that gem to its most 
perfect shapeliness, radiance, and jew- 
eled splendor. The blow that seemed 
to ruin the superb precious stone was, 
in fact, its perfect redemption. From 
those two halves were wrought the two 
magnificent gems that the skilled eye 
of the lapidary saw hidden in the rough, 
uncut stone as it came from the mine, 
—From Pastor Edward Drew in The 
Evangel. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


Unto Him.—Jesus loved Martha, and 
her sister, and Lazarus (John 11:5). 


“Unto Him who loved us”’—we shall sing it 
o’er and o’er; 

“Unto Him who loved us”’—we shall love it 
more and more; 

“Unto Him who loved us”—song of songs 
most sweet and dear 

But if we would know ‘tt yonder, we must 
learn the music here. 

mom, where there was none to save us, none 

help * none to care; 

Here. where Jesus came to seek us, lost in 
darkness and despair; 

Here, where on that cross of anguish He 
redeemed us from our sins; 

Here, where first we knew the Saviour, it is 
here the song begins. 


—From Annie Johnson Flint. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussez, 
Eng. 





Modern Missionary Journey 
(Continued from page 539) 


Victor is a humble farmer who has 
had not one single day of formal school- 
ing of any sort. He taught himself to 
read, and can write only with great 
difficulty. Twelve years ago he bought 
a Bible, but never touched it for years. 
Then a graduate of our Bible College 
went through his area about five years 
ago and inquired for anyone interested 
in a Bible. The upshot of it was that 
Victor was led to the Lord. In 1958 
Victor moved to Puerto Bijao on the 
San Pedro River. As far as we know 
there was not a single believer in that 
whole region at that time. Today Bob 
Reed calculates that conservatively 
speaking there are 1000 believers, and 
perhaps even 1500. They are all the re- 
sult, indirectly or directly, of the wit- 
ness of Victor Landero, a Spirit-filled 
man of God who has learned all he 
knows about God through his own per- 
sonal study of Scripture, for he has 
never lived where a pastor or older be 
liever could teach him. 

Nueva Esperanza is a typical illustra- 
tion of his work. He had a burden to 
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take the Gospel to that area, knowing 
that no one there had ever heard it. 
One night he had a dream in which he 
saw a certain house with a fence around 
it. He did not know where it was or 
who lived there, but he was convinced 
that he should go there to preach the 
Word. So he took off by foot and 
traveled for two days “not knowing 
whither he went.” On the second day 
he came upon the exact house he had 
seen in his dream. So he went in and 
inquired about holding a meeting there 
that night—now believe this if you will, 
put I got it straight from Victor him- 
self, and I have seen the results. Three 
days before his visit, the woman of that 
house, who had never heard the Gospel 
in her life, also had a dream in which 
she saw a crowd in her house singing 
Gospel hymns and listening to an ex- 
planation from the Bible of things she 
had never heard of! So when Victor 
arrived, she was more than ready to 
open her small hut for a service. So he 
rounded up twenty-four people that 
night, explained the Gospel in simple 
terms, and all twenty-four accepted the 


Lord immediately. The next night ten. 


more came to the service and all ten of 
them also accepted the Lord, making 
a total of thirty-four believers. He 
stayed only a few days, but when he 
left, there was a nucleus of enthusiastic 
new members of the Body of Christ. 
This was a little over a year ago. On 
April 4 I had the joy of preaching to a 
group of about fifty believers under a 
thatch-roofed open chapel that they 
themselves have constructed and where 
they meet regularly for worship and 
study together. Of the thirty-four orig- 
inal believers, all have gone on with 
the Lord and have won others. 

Puerto Bijao—April 5. This is the 
‘area I have tried on five previous oc- 
casions to visit and have always been 
prevented for one reason or another. 
We arrived there by horseback shortly 
after noon, and Bob Reed Was waiting 
for me, having come upriver and over- 
land since he could not get to Pica Pica. 

After a hurried lunch, Bob and I im- 
mediately took off by mule to reach 
Corozal by nightfall. The trip through 
the jungle was perfectly beautiful. 
Finally we came out into a large 
Cleared area and Bob announced, 
“Corozal a la_ vista!” [picturesque 
Corozal] but I could see nothing. Fi- 
nally, however, I discerned a few 
thatch roofs nestled in among some 
banana trees in a small valley at one 
end of the cleared area. It is not a vil- 
lage of any sort, but only an “area.” 
This is where Victor Landero now lives. 
Nearly everyone in the few small huts 
in the area is a joyful and growing 
Christian. 

Victor urged me to stay longer with 
them and to go visit the next day some 
nearby Indians who have shown an in- 
terest in the Gospel. So I decided to do 
80, letting Bob go on overland to an- 
other point alone, and I going farther 
into the jungle with Victor. The men 
Suggested that in the morning we 
have devotions all together, instead of 
each one in his own home, as they us- 


ually do. Victor suggested 5 a.m., but 
some said that was too late. So we 
agreed upon 4:30 am., so that they 
could get out to their farming work at 
dawn. So sure enough, the next morn- 
ing I awoke to the sounds of singing 
voices as the families came along on 
their way to the little chapel in the 
predawn darkness. What a thrill to 
start the day with a group like that! 

Indians—April 6. After breakfast 
Victor and I went off into the forest to 
an Indian village. Some of these 
Indians have come down occasionally to 
services in Corozal and are able to 
speak some Spanish. About 11 a.m. we 
arrived at their village—a clearing in 
the jungle with about six large round 
houses built on stilts, no walls, and the 
floor about 12 feet above the ground, 
reached by a log notched as a ladder. 
The Indians who have shown interest 
in the Gospel were not there that day, 
but we had the chance to visit some 
others. They are very colorful, with 
their faces painted with red or black 
streaks, their clothing (what there is. of 
it) consisting of bright red, orange, pur- 
ple, or blue cloth. The women wear a 
bright skirt wrapped around them like 
a towel. The -men wear ordinary 
trousers, and perhaps a bright cloth 
wrapped around like a cloak. The chil- 
dren, needless to say, wear nothing. 

We visited in one hut for quite a 
while, and they finally asked us to sing. 
So we sang a few choruses. Then Vic- 
tor asked me to give them a few words 
about God. This was just the chance 
I was waiting for, as I wanted to see 
how Victor himself would explain the 
Gospel in simple terms to people who 
knew nothing of it. So I suggested he 
do it instead. He began by pointing to 
a small card with a picture of Christ 
that one of them had tacked on a post 
(apparently gotten from a priest some- 
where along the line). He asked if 
they knew who that was. They did not. 
He told them it was Christ, and asked 
if they knew anything about Christ. 
Their silence and blank expressions in- 
dicated that they did not. Then he 
asked if they had ever heard of the 
Bible. No. Did they know anything 
about sin? No. Had they ever heard 
of Adam and Eve? No. As far as we 
could ascertain, they knew absolutely 
nothing of anything about the Truth. 
My heart leaped as I realized that this 
was perhaps the first time that God had 
given me the opportunity to do in a 
very real sense one of the things that 
has always been behind my missionary 
“call”—namely, give the Gospel to those 
who have never heard. So Victor 
started with the most elemental truths 
about God—His love for the two people 
He first created, their disobedience and 
sin, and went on from there to bring the 
story up to Christ, using John 3:16 as a 
base, and then applying it to us. Seldom 
have I been so thrilled as I listened to 
that dear, humble, unlettered man of 
God give the elements of the eternal 
truths of salvation to ignorant Indians 
who had never heard. 


The next morning I awoke to the 


screech of many-colored parrots, the — 
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weird, hollow call of the monkeys on one 
side of me in the deep forest, and the 
quiet tones of hymns and audible pray- 
ing coming from several small huts on 
the other side of me in the clearing, as 
each family was starting the day, before 
daylight, with family devotions. I lay 
there in my hammock with a lump in 
my throat and a heart welling up with 
untold thanks to the Lord for what He 
had done and is doing in that far-off 
spot through the absolute faith and sim- 
ple belief of men and women who know 
only one Book and one Person as 
teacher. 

This trip has given me a whole new 
perspective on our work here and a re- 
newed vision for what we are trying to 
do in the training of laymen who can 
faithfully teach others also. A report 
in black and white is scarcely adequate 
to convey the work of the Spirit of God. 
But I trust you can sense what is in 
my heart as I contemplate what God is 
doing and what a responsibility rests 
upon us to give the help and encourage- 
ment needed without in any way im- 
peding or slowing up the movement of 
the Spirit. Perhaps this report will 
help some to understand better the 
work that God has placed upon us and 
will encourage you to pray with us for 
the wisdom and grace needed to carry 
it out. 


CARTAGENA, COLUMBIA. 
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Brotherly Love 
(Continued from page 535) 


But if we cannot love those who are 
our brethren in Christ, it is not likely 
we will.do the harder thing, to love our 
enemies and pray for those who de- 
spitefully use us. Therefore emphasis 
is placed on the cultivation of brotherly 
love among believers, for if they loved 
one another with a “pure heart fer- 
vently” they would make a deep im- 
pression on unbelievers, and their love 
would not limit itself to believers. They 
would love all men, and yearn to bring 
them into the Christian brotherhood. 

The distinctive characteristic of the 
Christian faith is not the discovery or 
proclamation of the principle of love, 
for love to God and man is clearly and 
consistently taught by the Prophets. In 
the Old Testament we have several 
beautiful and touching stories of love 
and devotion, as, for example, the sto- 
ries of Jacob and Rachel, Ruth and 
Naomi, and Jonathan and David. In 
the New Testament we are given mo- 
tives which bring to this principle a 
new reality in the life of man. The 
realization of God’s great love to us in 
Christ gives rise in our hearts to love 
toward God. “We love him because 
he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). More- 
over, since God so loved us that through 
the atoning Blood of Christ all our sins 
are forgiven and we are restored to 
divine favor, it places us under a sacred 
obligation to love one another, for “if 
God so loved us, we ought also to love 
one another” (1 John 4:11). The Lord 
Jesus set before His disciples His own 
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sacrificial and enduring love as an ex- 
ample of the love they were to bear to 
one another: “This is my command- 
ment, that ye love one another, as I 
have loved you” (John 15:12). 

If we cherish in our hearts a spirit 
of hate, or an unforgiving spirit, then 
it is evident that the love of God is 
not “shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost” (Rom. 5:5), for “he that 
saith he is in the light, and hateth his 
brother, is in darkness even until now” 
(1 John 2:9). The fact that we do love 
our brethren irrespective of their so- 
cial position and their imperfections is 
evidence that we are born of God, “for 
love is of God; and everyone that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God” (1 
John 4:7). 

Love ‘is not merely one important 
factor among others in the Christian 
life; it is to be the chief characteristic 
of believers, without which knowledge, 
faith, and spiritual gifts are profitless 
(1 Cor. 13:1-3). We must bear in mind 
that in the first century certain sects 
arose that boasted of superior knowl- 
edge and of an understanding of divine 
mysteries, placing themselves on a ped- 
estal far above their fellow believers. 
These men had one fatal defect, how- 
ever: they had no place for love in 
their hearts. The cry of brethren in 
need left them unmoved (1 John 3:17). 
It Was these whom the Apostle John 
had in mind when he said, “They went 
out from us, but they were not of us” 
(1 John 2:19). The love that the apos- 
tles enjoined believers to cultivate was 
intensely practical and revealed itself 
“in deed and in truth” (3:18). It was 
a love that was sincere (Rom. 12:9); 
that could do no wrong to a neighbor 
(13:10); that was obedient to the *com- 
mandments of Christ (John 14:21); that 
befriended those in need (Jas. 2:15, 
16); and was ready, if need be, to 
sacrifice even life itself (1 John 3:16). 

The recognition of the inclusiveness 
of God’s love acts as a motive for the 
Christian. It teaches us to include all 
whom God loves. God loves the un- 
kind and the ungrateful. He blesses 
with His gifts from Heaven all sorts 
and conditions of men (Matt. 5: 43-48). 
Yea, it was while we were yet sinners 
that Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8-10). 
There is, says Christ, no merit in sim- 
ply loving those with whom we have 
much in common. He looks at us 
squarely and asks that very pertinent 
and personal question, “What do ye 
more than others?” (Matt. 5:47.) “God 
so loved the world”—not certain people, 
nor a certain race—that He gave His 
only Son to redeem it that all who be- 
lieve might be saved. Our love, too, 
must reach far beyond our loved ones 
and friends. It must take in all souls 
for whom Christ died. His love is the 
pattern we are to follow, and it is to be 
the motive power enabling us to love 
not only our brethren in Christ but 
all men. We are to increase and 
abound in love one toward another, and 
toward all men (1 Thess. 3:12). 

Such heavenly love does not spring 
spontaneously from the unregenerate 
heart. From the natural heart spring 
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all those evils that abound in the world 
today: impurity, infidelity, hatred, strife, 
heresies, and “every evil work” (Jas. 
3:15, 16; see also Mark 7:21-23). That 


love that is pure, true, sacrificial, and. 


enduring, is of God (1 John 4:7), and is 
named first in Paul’s list of the fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). This love that is 
of God is increased, deepened, and 
strengthened as we remember His amaz- 
ing love to us at Calvary, and His grac- 
ious forbearance with us in all our 
weakness and waywardness. As we 
meditate on our Lord’s life of love and 
goodness during His earthly ministry, 
and on His teaching concerning our 
love to God and man, we shall find 
ourselves growing in His likeness. 

Many of us would confess that as 
often as we have turned to the world’s 
greatest classic on true love (1 Cor. 
13), we have seen our own loveless- 
ness and have been inspired to strive to 
put into practice the precepts of love. 
It is in the actual practice of speaking 
loving words and serving one another 
in love that we grow in love and be- 
come increasingly conscious of God’s 
presence in our hearts. This must be 
so, since “God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him” (1 John 4:16). 





for family “5 
ip? 


0 











ag roe gy pe 4 the International 
bond International 
Sunday School Committee. 
July 17 to 23 


Mon.—Luke 10:38-42. 
Jesus Visits a Home. 
From John 11:5 we learn that the 
Lord Jesus loved Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus. It must have been a relief for 
Him to get away from the crowds of 
the city to this quiet home in Bethany, 
about two miles out. Be careful how 
you contrast Mary and Martha. Both 
worship and housework are good. But 
Martha was critical, anxious, and mak- 
ing too much fuss over her work. 
Read carefully John 12:2, and you will 
see how, after the Lord had raised her 
brother, Martha served without anxiety. 


Tues.—1 Corinthians 15:12-19. 
If Christ Be Not Risen. 
See if you can find the five results 
that would follow if Christ had not 
risen. Here they are: the apostles’ 
preaching would have been in vain (v. 
14); our faith would be vain (vv. 14, 
17); Christians who have died would 
be annihilated (v. 18). But, thank God, 
none of these things is true, for Christ 
did rise from the dead. Read the last 
two verses in this chapter, and go on 
steadily witnessing and working for 
God. . 


Wed.—Jobn 11:30-36. Jesus Wept. 


This is a very touching scene, showing 
the great sympathy of our Saviour. 
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“We have not an high priest which can 
not be touched with the feeling of om 
infirmities” (Heb. 4:15). The Lor 
Jesus had stayed away on purr 
(John 11:6); Mary and Martha won 
not have been so worried if they h 
remembered His words (vv. 4, 
“Groaned” comes from a Greek 
expressing strong emotion; and 
troubled” here means “troubled hi 
self.” He wept out of sympathy, f 
just because of their unbelief. He g§ 
sympathizes with us in all our sorro 


Thurs—John 12:1 
Baan Counts Not the ¢ : 
At the other supper “Martha ¥ 
cumbered about much serving” (ii 
10:40). After the Lord had raised | 
brother, we read simply, “And 
served” (John 12:2). All the anxi 
was gone! And Mary was so filled 
joy and thanksgiving that she pc 
out upon the Lord Jesus a costly 
But, in the criticism of wicked 
we see how the Enemy is always pr 
ent to make trouble. Matthew tells 
that Christ said, “She hath ough 
good work upon me” (26:10). 


Fri—1 Corinthians 12:4-11. 
Unity in I } 

Nine different gifts of the Spirit 
mentioned here: wisdom, knowle 
(these two are slightly different), f 
healing, miracles, prophecy, dise 
ment, tongues, interpretation. This | e 
dently means that different men 
special gifts in greater measure 
others, though a man may also have 
little of several gifts. Probably © 
Trinity is seen at work in verses 4, § 
A great deal of trouble, friction, 
heartache in Christian work would 
avoided if this passage were more ol 
prayerfully read, meditated upon, % 
remembered. a 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 13:1-13. aa 
The Way of La 

Probably you know that “char 
here means “love.” In this chap 
find seven positive things about 
and eight or nine negative; th : 
things it does and does not do. It’ 
help you to list them in two colul 
This is really a description of the | 
of God, and only through : the 
can we have it (Rom. 5:5). You’ 
find faith, hope, and love mentioné 
several other places (Rom. 5: 1-8; { 
1:4, 5; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8). 
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Sun.—John 15:1-11. Union With C 
Note the progression: “frit . 
fruit” (v. 2), “much fruit” ‘w 
Some have taught that verse 2 0 
throws the doctrine of eternal secur 
But the Companion Bible has this ht 
ful marginal note: “‘taketh a¥ 
equals ‘raiseth’”; the Greek word 
“occurs 102 times, and is tran 
more than forty times, ‘take up,’ 
up,’ etc. . Of the two cinds 
branches, the fruitless and the fruit 
He raises the former from grovelli 
the ground, that it may bear frul 
cleanses the latter that it may 
more fruit.” ¥ 
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